
   

 

 Impulse 
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February — March 2020 

You were bought at a price;  
do not become slaves of human beings.  

1 Corinthians 7:23  -  1. Korinther 7,23 
Ihr seid teuer erkauft;  

werdet nicht der Menschen Knechte.  
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Devotion  
 

Watchword for February 
You were bought at a price;   

do not become slaves of human beings. 
1 Corinthians 7,23 

 
History tells us of slavery in ages past of all kinds: of nations, 
of communities, of individuals. It was and is very difficult to 
free them. Here Paul writes to the Colossians who in the early 
church knew well about personal slaveries. Slaves, bound 
physically, could sometimes be free in spirit if the master    
treated them well. Free people could still be “slaves” of their 
own wills and passions, thus free, yet bound. But all of these, 
free and bound are addressed by the apostle Paul as being 
bound,  in need of  freedom. And he encourages them to rise 
above being tied only to human boundaries and               
standards.  
 
The Creator of human “diamonds” wants his precious ones 
He has not only made,  but bought and called back at a huge 
price,  to remain in their calling,. They are to be freed jewels 
in the faith. His children have been saved from meaningless 
religiosity to grounded and liberating Christian faith. To hold 
on faithfully to the goal, that is the challenge.  
 
I quote from Eugene Peterson’s translation: “All of you, slave 
and free both, were once held hostage in a sinful society. 
Then a huge sum was paid out for your ransom. So please 
don’t, out of old habit, slip back into being or doing what 
everyone else tells you. Friends, stay where you were called 
to be. God is there. Hold the high ground with him at your 
side.”     

                              Solveig Otte 
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Andacht 
Monatsspruch März. 

Jesus Christus spricht:  Was ich aber euch sage,  
das sage ich allen:  Wachet!  

Markus 13,37 
 

Der Abschnitt aus dem Markusevangelium, dem der 
Monatsspruch entnommen ist, trägt die Überschrift, “Mahnung 
zur Wachsamkeit”. Wachen wird in den 5 Versen viermal 
erwähnt. Auch Paulus, in den Episteln, ruft auf zum Wachen. 
Wach sein bedeutet nicht nur das Gegenteil von Schlafen. Wir 
sollen aufmerksam sein für Gottes Wort, und dankbar sein für 
alles, was wir haben. Täglich sollen wir unsere Gedanken auf 
Gott hinrichten und auch wissen, dass Gott auch über uns 
Wache halt. 
Obwohl Gott sich zuerst uns zugewendet hat, will Gott auch 
unsere Zuwendung haben, damit wir hören können, was Er uns 
zu sagen hat. 
In Matt.26,41 heisst es: “Wachet und betet.” Das sagte Jesus 
seinen Jüngern, als er betrübt war. Aber sie konnten es nicht. 
 
In der Erklärung der Jubiläumsausgabe heisst es zu diesem Text 
des Wachens, “je fleissiger und ernstlicher du dich betend in die 
Gegenwart des Herrn hineinstellst, desto leichter wird dies 
werden, das Herz auf Seine Zukunft gerichtet zu halten. (das 
heisst, zu wachen) und die dir bestimmte Aufgabe hier auf 
Erden, treu zu erfüllen.” 
 
So sollten wir nicht verstockt sein, Jesu Gnade als “Ruhekissen” 
zu benutzen, sondern eifrig sein, Jesu Liebe an andere weiter zu 
geben. 
 
1.Kor 16,13 steht:  “Wachet, stehet im Glauben……. seid mutig 
und stark.” 
Das wünsche ich uns allen für 2020.  “Alle eure Dinge  lasset in 
der Liebe geschehen.” 
                                   Annegret Risch 
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News from the Congregation 

 
 

Congratulations to Helga and Werner Schröder on their            
Diamond (60th) wedding anniversary on 28 November 2019.     
Unfortunately the day was spent in hospital with Helga recovering 
from an operation. We are grateful that she is now much better! We 
give thanks to God for his accompaniment on their journey and 
pray that he will carry on blessing them. 

Lisbeth and Walter 
Voigt had their    
Golden (50th)       

Wedding anniversary 
on 6 December 2019. 
Our congratulations 
also go to them and 
we wish them God’s 
blessing and comfort 

each day! 
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News from the Congregation 

 
 

We welcome Richard and Roslyn Dyson as new members 
of our congregation. They were previously members of        
St Matthews Anglican Church.  
We also welcome Ann Fitschen. Ann has already been          
attending the services in Howick with her husband           
Ernst-August for quite some time.  
May our congregation be a spiritual home to you and a 
place where you always feel part of the family! 

On 12 January 2020 Bianca Oltmann was baptised in the family 
Service. Bianca is the granddaughter of Friedeburg and Gottfried 
Oltmann and lives with her parents Werner and Adina Oltmann in 
Luxemburg. May God bless the family!  

“The Church is a hospital for sinners  
not a museum for Saints.”  Abigail van Buren 
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Council Communication 
  AGM - 1March 2020 

 Please make every effort to attend this important   
meeting of our congregation. We need your input on 
the different matters to be discussed as well as with the 
elections taking place. We also appreciate your prayers 
for the meeting. 

 Two Council Members need to be elected. Please 
send your nominations to council and keep the       
elections in your prayers.  

 The agenda and reports will be circulated. Please 
make sure that  you read these before the meeting. 

 Please also take note that our annual EASTER SALE 
will be on Friday 3 April 2020 starting at 17:30. We 
look forward to your support! Further details will be        
communicated through the announcement sheets. 

 As we enter the SEASON OF LENT at the end of    
February may we have some opportunity to become 
quiet and reflect what our Lord Jesus Christ did for us 
in his great love.  

If you were born on 29 February….. 
Most people born on Leap Day – that is February 29, - in years 
that are divisible by 4 - call themselves leaplings.  (If you are    
German, then Wow! You are really special, a (“Liebling”.) 
Leaplings have also been referred to as Leapers, Leapsters, and 
Leap Day babies…  Being born on Leap Day is actually very rare, 
odds are 1 in 1,461,000 or .068%.  That makes them a real minori-
ty with only about 5 million leaplings in the whole world.   
 

Their ‘legal’ birthdays in  Leap Years vary. They’ve all heard the 
jokes about their age - that someone turning 28 is celebrating his 
seventh birthday - and every Leapling has grappled with whether 
or not to have a party on February 28 or March 1 in those           
non-Leap Years.    
 

The oldest member of our congregation who joined recently, 
Theo Brunkhorst was born on 29 February 1924. That means he 
will be celebrating his 96th or is it 24th birthday this year.  We 
wish him a very happy birthday and God’s blessings! 
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“Your word is a lamp unto my feet and a light onto my path.” 
 

The globe in our Church symbolizes the world under the cross of 
Jesus Christ. It is illuminated from the centre by the 
light of a candle which radiates the warmth and 
light of Christ, showing us the way to God.  
It surrounds and carries us when we come to God in 
prayer. From this light in the centre we may light a     
little candle with a prayer of thanksgiving and/or        
intercession and place it onto the circle (the      
equator) which embraces the whole world, as a sign 
and testimony that His light penetrates and carries 
everyone in the world. Our     prayers at this globe 
join in with the prayers of people all over the world 
that the light of Christ may shine in people’s lives. 
 

The globe was designed and made in 2012 by Werner Schröder 
who was given the idea by Rona Hagedorn, who had seen such a 
world globe during their travels overseas. We are very grateful to 
him for this precious gift and for the reminder that we can come to 
God in prayer for anyone all over the world together with           
everyone on the globe. 

…………………………. 
Here are some interesting  

February and March  
birthdays from years gone by: 

4th February    Dietrich Bonhoeffer *1906 + 1945 
       (Theologian and Martyr) 
15th February  Michael Praetorius  *1571 +1621    
       (Church musician) 
12th March       Paul Gerhardt  *1607 + 1676     
        (Theologian and hymn writer) 
14th March       Georg Philipp Telemann  *1681 + 1767   
        (composer) 
21st March       Johann Sebastian Bach *1685 + 1750    
         (composer) 
22nd March      Jochen Klepper  *1903 + 1942                
       (author and poet)            
  
 

 

Prayer Globe in our Church of the Cross 
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Profile:  Philip & Trudy Stegen 

 Philip Stegen was born in Dundee on 
9 May 1956. He was baptised in the 
Elandskraal Lutheran Church and      
confirmed in the Presbyterian Church 
of Dundee. He attended Uelzen       
Primary School and Dundee High 
School as a boarder as his parents, 
Yvonne and Erich Stegen, farmed 
near Helpmekaar. Erich and Yvonne 
and their four sons sold their farm and 
moved to Pietermaritzburg in 1977.  

 
In 1976 Philip began studying at UKZN and in 1980 completed his 
BCom.Hons. In 1981 he commenced his 2 year compulsory military    
training. Philip lectured Auditing and Tax at UKZN from 1985 until 
his   retirement as an associated professor in December 2016. He now 
works part time for Regent Business School in Durban which he is    
assisting to become accredited to train chartered accountants. 
 
Trudy Stegen was born in Durban on the 25th July 1959. She was         
confirmed at the Prestbury Anglican Church. Her parents farmed in the 
Baynesfield District and then moved to the Transvaal where they 
farmed Asparagus - many will remember the famous “Antel             
Asparagus”. 
 
Trudy was schooled at Prestbury and Pelham while living with          
relatives in Pietermaritzburg and then became a boarder at Richmond 
School. She completed her schooling at GHS. After a year of nursing 
at the old Greys Hospital, her daughter Leigh war born. She then 
worked at Natalia in various government departments for some            
8 years. 
 
Philip and Trudy met in May 1981, just before Philip left for the army 
in July 1981. A two year courting period with letter writing and “Ticky 
Box” telephone calls and lots of hitching home ensued. They were    
engaged in December 1983 and married in the Scottsville Presbyterian 
Church in July 1984. Leigh was by then 6 years old. 
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In Feburuary 1986 Karl was born, with Kim following in March 
1988. Leigh is married and lives in Cleland with her husband 
Douglas Strauss and 14 year old son Malachi and is a    
bookkeeper. 
 
Kim is married and lives in Bellevue with her husband Clint 
(Hart) and their two children. Carla (7) and Travis (3½). Kim 
teaches at Newton High School. Karl was unfortunately killed in 
a light aircraft accident with his uncle in July 2006, aged 20. Karl 
was a well-known motorcross racer for 16 years and was a    
computer and cell phone technician. 
 
Philip and Trudy belong to the Rotary Club of Pietermaritzburg 
where, among other duties, Philip is Treasurer and Trudy writes 
the weekly newsletter, arranges the guest speakers and organizes          
entertainment for seniors in various PMB homes for the aged. 
Both are volunteers for the Wheatfield Mission in Woodlands and 
have an Outreach in Oribi Village, distributing clothing, linen, 
food parcels when available, treating the children to Christmas 
and Easter “parties” and attempting to meet various needs in the 
community. 
 
Philip’s hobbies are gardening, jogging, all things “sport” and 
“fixing things”! He is avidly interested in anything to do with 
motorbikes - off-road & on-road. Trudy’s hobbies are sewing, 
any and all crafts.  Their grandchildren are a source of great joy 
and they are very proud of them and their children. 
 
We are happy to have you here with us in the congregation and 
hope that you too are feeling at home here! Ed.  
 

Profile:  Philip & Trudy Stegen   (Cont.) 



 10 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Blessing Service 2020 

 

To all learners in 2020 

Study and do your best  

to present yourself to God 
approved, a workman who 

has no reason to be 

ashamed. 2 Tim 2:15 

At the blessing service on  
19 January 2020 we were  
amazed at how many learners, students  
(of all ages!) and teachers there are in our  
Congregation. May God bless you abundantly as 
you go about studying or teaching! 

Some wise words: 
“The only place where  
success comes before 

work is in the            
dictionary.” 
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Kids  Corner  

Jesus says: “Ask and it will be given to 
you; seek and you will find; knock and the door 
will be opened to you. Matthew 7:7  
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  Bischofs Post  

 Februar März 2020 
 

 
 

Jesus kam und fand sie schlafend und sprach zu Petrus: 
Simon, schläfst du? Vermochtest du nicht eine Stunde zu 
wachen? Wachet und betet, dass ihr nicht in Versuchung 
fallt! Der Geist ist willig; aber das Fleisch ist schwach. 
Markus 14, 37f 
Das Jahr hat zwar gerade erst angefangen, aber Ostern ist schon fast 
vor der Tür. Am 26. Februar beginnt die Passionszeit. Sie will uns 
helfen, darüber nachzudenken, wo wir uns befinden, und wohin wir 
als Christen und als Kirche unterwegs sind.  
 

Das Markusevangelium begleitet uns in diesem Jahr in der 
Passionszeit. (Der Bibelleseplan kann bei www.nelcsa.net herunter 
geladen werden - ich lade dich ein, mit zu machen!) 
 

In Markus 14 lesen wir, dass Jesus sich in den Garten Gethsemane 
zurückzieht. Er weiß, dass eine extrem schwere Zeit auf ihn wartet. 
Extreme Demütigung, Leiden - und schließlich der qualvolle Tod. 
Auf dieses will er sich vorbereiten. Er lädt seine engsten Freunde 
ein, mit ihm zu wachen, zu beten - nur ein paar Stunden. Das sollte 
doch möglich sein!  
 

Doch sie schaffen es nicht. Markus sagt: “Das Fleisch ist schwach” 
- eine Theologische Deutung. Lukas dagegen sagt: Sie schliefen vor 
Traurigkeit (22,45). Er, der Arzt, weiß, dass Menschen bei extremer 
Krise manchmal so reagieren: Sie schlafen ein. Sie hoffen, dass 
beim Wachwerden alles wieder in Ordnung ist.  
 

Jesus sagt: Wacht und Betet. Die Kombination ist wichtig. Nicht: 
Wacht und macht euch Sorgen! 
 

Jesus meint mit “Beten” nicht eine Religiöse Übung oder einen 
Ritus. Er meint das Gespräch mit dem Vater im Himmel, wo wir 
nicht nur in Worte fassen, was uns bedrückt, sondern geradezu wie 
in einem Gespräch Gott die Situation vorlegen.   
 

Er selber wusste, wie dieses Gespräch mit Gott Kraft schenkt - 
sodass er danach sagen konnte: “Steht auf, lasst uns gehen”. 
 
 

http://www.nelcsa.net
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Auch auf uns und unser Land warten viele schwierige 
Herausforderungen. Manche davon sind entstanden, weil die 
Zuständigen “geschlafen” haben, nicht sehen wollten, oder gehofft 
haben, dass das Problem sich von selbst erledigt.  
 
 

Ob es nun die unzuverlässige Stromversorgung ist,  oder die 
Politiker, die mit Hetzparolen Vorurteile und Hass verbreiten - es 
sieht nicht gut aus.  
 
 

Wie soll ich reagieren? Auch die Augen schließen, schlafen, hoffen, 
dass beim Wachwerden es schon etwas besser aussieht? 
 
 

Ich möchte dich einladen, in dieser Passionszeit bewusst anders zu 
reagieren. Nimm dir mehr Zeit zum Gespräch mit Gott als sonst. 
Vielleicht verzichtest du diese 7 Wochen auf Fernsehen, und räumst 
dafür eine Gebetszeit ein, wo du mit Gott ins Gespräch kommst über 
unser Land, die Probleme und Herausforderungen, über deine Kirche, 
deine Familie und dich selbst, wo du bittest dass der Herr uns durch 
alles dieses hindurch leiten und begleiten wird.  
 
 

Ich wünsche dir, dass dann nach diesen 7 Wochen du nach Ostern 
auch Kraft und Mut haben wirst, wie Jesus zu sagen: “Lasst uns 
aufstehen und dem entgegen gehen, was auf uns wartet” - aber nicht 
als Opfer, sondern als Menschen mit neuer Perspektive. 
 

Euer Bruder in Christus 
 
 
 

 
 

News from the Church 
 

1. We are very happy that there is another student commencing her    
studies of theology this year. Rutendo Gora is a member of our         
congregation in Pietermaritzburg, and she will be joining the students 
of the United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Southern Africa who 
are already in Stellenbosch. We wish her God´s blessing for her   
studies! 
 

 

Bischofs Post   - Februar März 2020 
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2. The seventh eQuip ended successfully in Hermannsburg, KZN. 
Again it was a wonderful opportunity of sharing, learning and   
resting, getting ready for 2020. The theme “2020 Vision - Go with 
Purpose” was covered over three days looking at Old and New 
Testament and Church History examples of people who went with 
purpose - or failed to realise their  purpose.  
 

3. Pastor Peter Molchin has resigned from his post at the      
Evangelical Lutheran Church on the Eastrand (Germiston, 
Brakpan, Heidelberg). He did this in view of the lack of  finances 
in the congregations, resulting in them falling behind in raising the 
funds for cost of Pastor. He has opted to go on early retirement. We 
thank him for his work in the parish. It will be difficult to continue 
to build on the turnaround, which started under his tenure. 
 

4. I am often asked: How can you as church allow this to            
happen? Many people do not realise that NELCSA does not have 
the reserves to carry congregations that do not make ends meet 
over extended   periods. The  only funds available for this are those 
given under Solidarity. The fund works as follows: Each and  every  
congregation gets billed less than the actual costs. The  shortfall is 
then covered by solidarity. The idea is that those congregations that 
can make ends meet firstly cover the shortfall, and then, above 
that, contribute more to assist other congregations that cannot even 
cover that shortfall. Yet, because people don´t understand the     
system, many congregations contribute less than the shortfall. They 
are therefor supported by the few congregations that do give more, 
even though they could afford to support others.  
 

For that reason we encourage all congregations to make a         
concerted effort to contribute generously to solidarity, trying to at 
least contribute as much as they receive. Remember, solidarity will 
only work, when you contribute more than you receive!  
 

5. The oldest church building in NELCSA still in use is celebrating 
it´s 150th Jubilee. On 16 February we are celebrating the one and a 
half centuries that people could meet in the Peter-Paul Church in 
Hermannsburg, celebrate, receive strength, comfort and direction. 
Our Lord is not restricted to a church  building - but it is wonderful 
when a building has served for such a long time! 

 

News from the Church 
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 Bishop´s Post  

 Febraury March 2020 

 
 

Jesus asked: “ ... are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for 
one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into     
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”  
Mark 14, 37f 
Although the year has just begun, we are already swiftly on our 
way to Lent and Easter. 26 February sees the official start of Lent, 
a time of  reflection, of considering where we are, and where we as 
Christians and as Church are going.  
 
This year the ongoing readings are from the gospel of Mark.         
(I invite you to download the Bible reading plan from 
www.nelcsa.net and join many others on this reading-journey!) 
 
Jesus knows that a most difficult time lies before him, a time that 
will cost him his dignity, his strength and ultimately his life. To 
prepare for this he wants to spend time in prayer - alone, and yet 
not alone. He invites some of his closest friends, disciples to wake 
near him in prayer. A simple request - not too difficult to fulfil. 
And yet, they fall asleep. Luke, the physician, in recounting this 
event, gives a medical explanation: Jesus found them asleep, 
“exhausted from sorrow” (Lk 22,45). Mark´s explanation is more 
theological: The flesh is weak.  
 
I actually like Luke´s explanation - not because it is an excuse, but    
because it shows us how many, many people react to impending 
crisis - closing the eyes, sleeping, hoping that, when they wake up, 
everything will be ok. Some people react to anxiety and fear by 
sleeping much more than usual.  
 
“Wake and pray” is the challenge given by Jesus. Not just “Wake” 
- then it would be “wake and worry”, leading us to total              
exhaustion. Rather: Wake and pray. Jesus, in praying, discusses the 
situation with his Father, laying before him the whole scary          
situation. This discussion with the Father gives him the strength to 
say: Get up, let us go and face the challenge.  

 

http://www.nelcsa.net
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 South Africa is facing countless challenges. Many of these are       
getting worse because  those in charge don´t want to see and they 
hope that the things will get right by themselves.  
 

As I am writing, load shedding is causing havoc again. Political    
leaders are fuelling distrust, dividing the people with populist   
slogans of prejudice and hatred.  
 

How shall I react? Close my eyes, hope to fall asleep, and when I 
wake up, things will be better? 
 

This is where Lent comes in: I am inviting you to make this a     
special time of prayer, where you will put before the Lord all the 
challenges that we are facing. Take the time to pray more than 
you are doing   normally. We are invited to fast, that is, to give up 
something. Suggestion: Give up TV - and spend at least some of 
that time in prayer for our country, our leaders, our church, your 
family, yourself - that the Father will guide us through the       
challenges. 
 

I pray, that, just like Jesus, this time of praying will give you the 
strength to say: And now, let us get up and face the issues and 
deal with them!  
 

So - between 26 February and Easter (12 April) spend more time 
than usual in prayer. And after Easter? Rise. Let us go and face 
the challenges! 
 

Yours in Christ 
 

  Bishop´s Post   -  Febraury March 

WEERBERIG!! 
God se liefde sal oral om jou skyn, 

Strome van seën sal op jou reën en Sy goeie guns 
en genade sal rondom jou in volle glorie blom. 
Verspreide los buie van wonderwerke sal uitsak 

oor alle areas van jou lewe! 
Geniet elke seën van die Here. 
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IMPULSE TO BE ISSUED BIMONTHLY 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I have read, with interest, that the congregational newsletter,      
Impulse, will henceforth appear bi-monthly. I recall the article 
about the history of the congregational newsletter in your May 
2016 issue.  
 

Prior to the first edition of the newsletter almost 50 years ago, 
Pastor Ewald Heilgendorff from the Pietermaritzburg                 
congregation, issued newsletters for his congregation on an        
irregular basis; I think it was quarterly. At the same time the      
Lutheran church youth group in the greater Pietermaritzburg area  
issued regular newsletters/invitations to the young people of both 
congregations and all the young people from our congregations 
elsewhere who were working and studying in Pietermaritzburg. 
With the arrival of Pastor Herbert Seegelken as successor to     
Pastor Heilgendorff,  the Pietermaritzburg and Bishopstowe    
congregations together with Evangelical Youth, Pietermaritzburg,    
decided to combine forces and issue a monthly newsletter called 
“Gemeindebrief” in an effort to co-ordinate the work of the two 
congregations and the youth group. At the time Pastor Seegelken 
and Eckhard von Fintel represented the Pietermaritzburg          
congregation and Hermann Hess the Bishopstowe congregation. I 
was the leader of the youth group and represented the youth group 
in this new venture. 
 

At that time Präses Hermann Hahne was the pastor of the              
Bishopstowe congregation. He contributed to the first newsletter 
promising a follow up at a later stage. Sadly he passed away soon    
afterwards before this could happen.  
 

We believed in a joint venture involving many members of the       
congregations from the first issue onwards. Apart from the        
persons mentioned above, we had Gudrun Hess and Ruth Schirge 
(later Chappé) doing the typing work. They were later joined by 
others.  
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Mims Laue (Erwin Laue’s stepmother) and Marie Vorwerk              
volunteered for the onerous task of writing addresses on the envelopes 
used to despatch the newsletters.  
 

In years to come Sieghard  Dedekind encouraged us to computerise!   
Needless to say, we resisted falling for this foreign object! He then             
volunteered to electronically maintain the list of addresses and print 
the address labels. This was gladly accepted. He was gaining on us one 
step at a time in winning us over to the electronic age! 

 

It is remarkable that this newsletter has 
appeared every month since the beginning 
and, as far as I can remember, on no       
occasion was a month skipped.            
Congratulations! An attempt was made to 
keep a copy of each newsletter in the      
archives at the church. Unfortunately there 
are, however, a few gaps where copies 
were not retained. 
 

The newsletter enjoyed a good reception 
within both congregations and the youth 

group and undoubtedly played a significant role in the amalgamation 
of the two congregations and, at a later stage, also drawing in the 
members of the Union Lutheran Church, Pietermaritzburg when it 
ceased to exist. It was also distributed to the other congregations of our 
church as a way of keeping in touch. I have in my possession a number 
photographs from social meetings by everyone involved in the        
production of the newsletter; i.e. those who were directly involved as 
well as their families who supported them. I  fondly  remember the 
many   helpers who assisted with the collation after the printing of the      
newsletter. This coincided with the badminton evenings in the          
Lutheran Centre. As only four people could play badminton  in a game, 
those awaiting their turn to play lent a willing hand to collate the   
newsletter and envelope it. This meant that members of the badminton 
club who were not  members of the congregations, also helped! It was 
a win/win situation.  
 

As Dr. Sievers mentioned in his article in 2016, the production of the  
newsletter was a task full of handicaps. The manually operated     
Gestetner duplicator could have come from Noah judging by its age. It 
was messy and we normally had to strip it, clean it and assemble it  

IMPULSE TO BE ISSUED BIMONTHLY 
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every time we wanted to use it. Paper jams were common. It was 
replaced by a second hand machine after it finally broke down. 
Eventually the congregation bought a new duplicator and a   
scanner. All the sketches which were included in the newsletter, 
helped to overcome the newsletter being a “Bleiwüste” (lead   
desert). They were hand drawn on the wax sheets with a special 
stylus pen and this took up hours of painstaking work. Our first 
typewriter was very large and heavy and had a long carriage. It 
was a manual one.  
 

As the typing was carried out by a different lady in the  congregation  
every month, we had to carry this heavy piece of equipment to them 
and fetch it after the typing work was done. This was quite a        
mission. We retained it in the archive as a museum piece when we 
were able to acquire, by auction, an electric golfball typewriter for 
R100 from a firm called Scottish Cables in Mkondeni. Alas, our     
ladies who typed the newsletter for us were,  initially, not keen to use 
it as it “ran away with them” as soon as their fingers touched the 
keyboard. They preferred the old manual typewriter where strong 
fingers were necessary to produce the typing on the wax stencil. 
Who remembers fixing typing errors with Tippex? 
 

Times have changed and so has our ability to communicate. The 
newsletters in our congregations are being making way for new 
methods to share and  disseminate information. The good news is 
that the latter methods are more  effective and faster. The unfortunate 
part is that fewer people are involved in this task.   
 

I wish you all God’s blessing in your congregation in 2020!    
 

Günther von Fintel 
Somerset West. 

IMPULSE TO BE ISSUED BIMONTHLY 

Thank you to Annegret Rish and her helpers who put up the 
Watchword for 2020 in the church again! 
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 A marriage prayer 
 Lord, help us to remember when we first met  

and the strong love that grew between us.   

Help us to work that love into practical things,  

so that nothing can divide us. 

We ask for words both kind and loving  

and hearts always ready to ask for forgiveness  

as well as to forgive.   

Dear Lord, we put our marriage into your hands. 

Amen 
 

 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 You say                God says 
I can’t figure it out  I will direct your steps.   Proverbs 3:5-6 
I am too tired   I will give you rest     Matthew 11:28-30 
It’s impossible   All things are possible    Luke 18:27 
Nobody loves me  I love you            John 3:16 
I can’t forgive   I forgive you      Romans 8:1 
It’s not worth it   It will be worth it      Romans 8:28 
I’m not smart enough I will give you wisdom    1 Corinthians 1:30 
I’m not able   I am able       2 Corinthians 9:8 
I can’t go on   My grace is sufficient    2 Corinthians 12:9 
I can’t do it    You can do all things     Philippians 4:13 
I can’t manage   I will supply all your needs    Philippians 4:19 
I’m afraid    I have not given you fear   Timothy 1:7 
I feel alone    I will never leave you        Hebrews 1:3-5 
 

This and that…. / Dies und Das... 



   

 

THANK YOU / DANKE  

 Als erstes danken wir unserem Himmlischen Vater für Seinen 
Beistand in den vergangenen Tagen. Es ist uns ganz deutlich, dass 
unsere Wege nicht immer Seine Wege sind. Zu meinem Geburtstag, 
unserem 60sten Hochzeitstag und dann besonders, als Helga so 
plötzlich eine Notoperation haben musste, sind wir dankbar, dass    
alles gut abgelaufen ist und sie zuhause sich wieder gut erholen kann. 
Pastor Victor, der Gemeinde und Freunden für alle guten Wünsche 
und Gebete, sagen wir einen innigen Dank. 
             Werner und Helga Schröder 
 
 
Dear friends of The Lutheran Church 
Our love, blessings and most grateful thanks for your support of 
our children.  I do apologise for my delay in responding to your 
gift that we received on 6 December 2019. Caring for Colin keeps 
me very busy but the children and I do it with love.  He remains 
frail but is now able to walk a small distance and is able to eat 
very small meals. 
Once again, our grateful thanks with love. 

                              Colin and Pam Boake 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you very much to Naomi and Fritz Klingenberg for creating 
this wonderful feature with the photos of previous pastors in our 
board room! Please go to have a look at it when you have a chance 
and see how many of the pastors you know.    
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Green Page/Grüne Seite  
This is what will happen if Bees become extinct 

 Albert Einstein is often credited with saying: “If the bee disappears 
off the face of the Earth man would only have 4 years left to live.” 
Though there is no evidence the German genius actually said that, 
the mere existence of the idea has caused many to believe it to be 
true and a ‘save the bees’ movement has become prevalent in recent 
years. 
While not on the verge of becoming extinct just yet, populations of  
honey bees alone are declining rapidly, dropping a massive 89%         
between 2007 and 2016. Here’s why bees are so important and what 
you can do to help save them. 
 

Why do we need bees? 
Bees play a vital role in the global food supply, pollinating crops 
which feed 90% of the world’s population. Without them, farmers 
would have trouble producing staple foods such as fruit and       
vegetables, as well as cotton, another essential product the bee     
pollinates. As well as helping to produce food, the clever insects   
also help to pollinate 80% of the world’s plants, which would   
struggle to grow without them. 
 

Why are bees dying out? 
Bees are under threat worldwide. This is for a number of reasons 
the main one being a loss of natural habitat due to farming and     
urbanisation. Climate change and the use of pesticides and          
fertilizers are other big factors as well as mites and viruses, against 
which bees have no natural defence. A global study in February 
2019 found all insects on the planet are declining by 2.5% each 
year. If this continues, the Earth may not have any insects at all by 
the year 2119. 
 

What can we do to save the bees? 
One of the easiest ways to attract bees to your garden is to plant 
flowers rich in pollen and nectar.  Bees love purple, so lavender is 
perfect  They also love ivy, foxgloves, honeysuckle and herbs such 
as mint, rosemary and basil.   
Create a space for bees to drink. Fill a dish or bowl 
with clean water and arrange pebbles and stones not 
completely submerged in the water.  Bees will land on 
the stones to drink the water as being a bee is thirsty 
work! 
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Brian Henderson  033 344 2742      082 493 6596 
Chairperson:     hendyb.henderson@gmail.com  
      hendyb@telkomsa.net 
      Communication and Employees. 
Life Groups:     Bible Studies and House groups; 
 

Nkosi Macebo     079 553 9147 
Deputy Chairperson 
Life Groups:    Youth Work and Young Adults, 
Relationships:    Kenosis and Partnership 
 

Michael Reibeling   072 117 6138  
Secretary  
Support Services:  Music  Ministries (Organists, Brass Band,  
      Worship Team,  Music under the Cross) 
      Vehicles & Transport 
 

Gerald Ortmann      079 625 4889 
Treasurer  
Financial Matters:   Finance, Asset Register and stock taking 
 

Ralston  Witthöft   
Property:    Cemetery, Wall of Memory, Maintenance  
      General  Equipment, Security, Fire equipment. 
 

Darryl Mfeka 
Property:    Cemetery, Wall of Memory, Maintenance  
      General  Equipment, Security, Fire equipment,  
     

************************** 
 

Care Areas    Make enquiries at the office  
Fund Raising Events:  Functions Committee. 
Funerals:                      Councillor in charge of the Area to which 
      the deceased  belonged 
                     - Care Area is responsible for the refreshments. 
Weddings:    - Councillor in charge of the Area to which 
       member belongs. 
Support Fund:    - Chairman, Vice-chairman, Treasurer, Pastor. 
 

Council & Portfolios 
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Pastor Victor Röhrs 033 396 1953   Cell: 083 287 1264  
Pastor Petra Röhrs 033 396 1953   Cell: 083 381 2012 
E-mail:                          vicpetz@lantic.net   
  
Life Line:        033 394 4444  AIDS Helpline:   0800 012 322 
  
Office :                 Maggie Wylie      033 396 5169 (office hours only) 
Contact Times:     Mon,Tues,Wed, Fri:  08:00 -16:00:  
    Thurs:    08:00-13:00 
Postal Address:    P.O. Box 100074, Scottsville 3209 
E-mail:      pmburg@nelcsa.net  
Physical Address:    2 Bester Road, Hayfields, Pietermaritzburg 

(Registered as a Non-Profit Organisation: No.: 053-095-NPO) 
 
Children’s Church:   Petra Röhrs      033 396 1953  
Youth:      Petra Röhrs           033 396 1953 
Brass Band:    Gert van Rooijen      082 781 1242  
Worship Team:    Linda Reibeling   072 421 2075 
Partnership:    Erlo Drews             033 396 2814 
Synod Representatives: 
Edmund Bunge   0848500072 
Penny Summersgill  0832599658 
 
Webpage of ELCSA(N-T) : www.nelcsa.net  
Local page of our congregation is linked to this webpage under the  
Southern Circuit Congregations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impulse Newsletter:  
E-mail contributions:  gdeppe@mweb.co.za, 
                            or     pmburg@nelcsa.net   
                            or  P.O. Box 100074, Scottsville,  3209    
 

Closing Date for the April/May 2020  -  16 March 2020 

Bank Account:  
Name:    Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Bank:    First National Bank,  
   Hayfields Branch  
Branch Code:  22-14-25 
Acc. Number: 56 77 111 2848 

Quick  Reference 

mailto:scriba@elcsant.org.za
mailto:pmburg@elcsant.org.za

