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Gott hat alles schön gemacht zu seiner Zeit, auch hat er die 
Ewigkeit in ihr Herz gelegt; nur dass der Mensch nicht ergründen 
kann das Werk, das Gott tut, weder Anfang noch Ende.                                                                 
      Prediger 3,11                          Ecclesiastes 3:11                                                
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has also set 
eternity in the  human heart; yet no one can fathom what God 
has done from beginning to end. 
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Andacht  

Er hat alles schön gemacht zu seiner Zeit, auch hat er 
die Ewigkeit in ihr Herz gelegt, nur, dass der Mensch 
nicht ergründen kann das Werk, das Gott tut, weder 
Anfang noch Ende.                                    Prediger 3,11 
 
Welch ein tröstendes Wort ist dieser Vers in unserer so  
unruhigen Zeit in der wir leben. Wir sehen nur das Heute, 
Gott aber sieht weiter über den Augenblick hinaus. Gott 
hat uns nach seinem Ebenbild erschaffen und uns die 
Ewigkeit ins Herz gegeben.   
Das heisst:   

Wir haben geistlichen Durst. 
Wir haben ewiges Leben. 
Keiner, ausser der ewige Gott kann  uns zufrieden  stellen. 
Wir wissen, dass Gott alles überschaut;  er ist souverän. 
“Er sitzt im Regimente und führet alles wohl.”  
           ( Gesang 36l,7) 

 
Wir können nur einen ganz kleinen Ausschnitt erkennen 
von dem was Gott in dieser unendlichen Zeit tut. Wir kön-
nen gelassen dem Lauf der Dinge entgegensehen und Gott 
vertrauen, dass alles “schön” ist in “seiner Zeit.” Wir 
müssen nicht alles verstehen, nur wissen, dass Gott einen 
jeden von uns sieht und liebt. Wir sind gehalten von 
Gottes Hand und dürfen diese Liebe weitergeben. 
 
Der Theologe Romano Guardini sagt: “Ewiges Leben 
sagt: Dir ist Gott gegeben als Inhalt, vor dem die Welt ein 
ins Nichts verschwindender Punkt ist. Und durch die 
Gnade ist dir Anteil geschenkt an Gottes eigener Kraft:   
zu schauen, zu lieben, zu ermessen, zu besitzen und zu 
freuen. 
                                      Annegret Risch 
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Devotion 
He has made everything beautiful in its time. He has 
also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot 
fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 
                                                                             Eccl. 3.11 
 
What a wonderfully comforting verse in our turbulent 
times! We see only what is happening around us but 
God’s vision reaches far beyond what we see. God        
created us in His image and thereby gave us eternal     
kinship.   
This means: 

we have spiritual thirst. 
we have eternal life. 
only He, the eternal God can give meaning to our life. 
God in His sovereignty has eternal vision.  
God is in control. 

 
Only a small portion of God’s sovereignty is visible to us.  
We may and can calmly and with composure suffer what 
is happening in this world but only in the  faith that in “its 
time” everything “will be beautiful”. We do not have to 
understand everything but must know that God sees us 
and loves us. We are safely held in God’s hand and may 
share the knowledge of his love with others.   
 
To quote the theologian Romano Guardini: Eternal life 
means: God gave himself to us as a central presence in 
our life which makes the world fade into insignificance.  
And through grace man is able to share and experience 
Gods power, to love, to possess  and to enjoy. 
            

Annegret Risch  (Transl. Ed.Team) 
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News from the congregation 

 
 
Our congregation member Ronald Nuss passed away on 18 
August 2018 in Howick. The memorial service was held on 
25 August 2018 in the Church of the Cross. May the Lord 
comfort the bereaved—especially his wife Sue! 

  
 
 

 
Council communication 

 Thank You to everyone who participated in the Half-Year 
general meeting. We pray that all discussions and decisions 
will be to the benefit of the congregation. 

 
 Harvest Thanksgiving Festival: Sunday, 16 September 

2018. Please bring imperishable food (or second hand 
clothing) as donations  for the Boake Family, the charity 
we are supporting this year as well as for the Lutheran    
Gardens Care Centre.  

 
 Get to know each other – get to know your                

congregation: after the combined thanksgiving service on 
16 September 2018. Please bring a plate of eats for the tea 
after the service. After tea we will have an encounter where 
we can get to know each other and our congregation. 

Jubilee Confirmation—19 August 2018 
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Der Luthergarten Trust ist ein Projekt unserer Kreuzkirche.  
Das Bauen der Häuser in der neuen Erweiterung begann vor 
einigen Monaten. 
 
Als Herr Edgar Rencken, der erste Baumeister des Projekts, 
sich zur Ruhe setzte, übernahm sein sehr fähiger Sohn 
Manfred das Unternehmen. Wie sein Vater ist er gründlich und 
genau. Manfred vollendete den Bau der restlichen Häuser, 
dazu auch das sehr notwendige Care Centre, welches in        
Zukunft auch noch erweitert werden soll. Zur Zeit sind 
Manfred und seine Mannschaft dabei, Häuser in der              
Erweiterung des Luthergartens an der Nordseite zu bauen. 
 
Es gibt dort 13 Baustellen, von denen nur noch 4 zu erwerben 
sind.  Herr Valentin Prigge und seine Frau Elba sind schon in 
ihr neues Haus eingezogen. Als Nächster wird Herr Cronje 
einziehen. Im Bau sind die Häuser der Herren Delport, 
Schofield, van Staden und Koch. Die Herren Seele, Comrie 
und Laatz haben vor zu bauen, sobald sie soweit sind      
umzuziehen. Da nur noch 4 Baustellen übrig sind, wäre es 
ratsam, sich bald um deren Ankauf zu bemühen, falls man im 
freundlichen Luthergarten wohnen möchte. 
 
Frau Ute Bunge übernahm den Vorsitz des Trusts. Leider 
musste ihr Vorgänger,  Herr Rolf Schütte aus                         
Gesundheitsgründen sein Amt niederlegen. Ihm sind wir ein 
riesengrosses “DANKESCHÖN schuldig. ROLF, DANKE 
FUR ALLES WAS DU GETAN HAST” .  

(Übersetzt Red.) 
 

PROFIL:  
DIE ERWEITERUNG DES LUTHERGARTENS 



   

 

Lutheran Gardens Trust  is a project of the Church of the Cross.  
The building of houses in the new Extension started some 
months ago and here follows a short “Profile” of what is        
presently happening there. 
 

When Mr. Edgar Rencken, our original building contractor of 
the Lutheran Gardens retired, his son, Manfred, also  an         
excellent and very able builder, true to German precision where 
everything has to be straight and square, carried on with     
building the remaining  houses in the Lutheran Gardens. This 
included a much-needed Care Centre. Plans are in progress to 
also extend the Care Centre as soon as approval has been         
received. Manfred and his team are now busy building the hous-
es in the extension on the North side of Lutheran Gardens. This 
extension consists of 13 plots of which 9 have already been 
sold. 
 

Mr. Valentin Prigge and his wife Elba have already moved in 
and are so far the only residents in the new block. Next in line 
to move in shortly is a Mr. Cronje and the houses presently     
being built are for Messrs. Delport, Schofield, van Staden and 
Koch. Mr. Carl Seele, Mr. Comrie and Mr Laatz have bought 
stands and intend to build when they are ready to move to the 
Lutheran Gardens. There are still 4 stands available and it 
would be wise to buy soon should you wish to live in and be 
part of the lovely Lutheran Gardens community. 
 

Mrs Ute Bunge has taken over as Chairlady of the Trust.               
Mr. Rolf Schütte, the previous chairman has very ably handled 
this project until recently when he, due to ill health,  was com-
pelled to retire and resign as Chairman of the Trust.  We owe 
him a huge and warm “THANK YOU ROLF FOR EVERY-
THING YOU DID”.  

Ed. Team 

PROFILE:  

LUTHERAN GARDENS EXTENSION 
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Is Retirement Biblical? 

 
The Bible is mostly silent on the topic of                       
retirement.  With the exception of instructions to the     
Levitical priests to stop working in the temple after 
reaching the age of 50 (in Numbers 8:24-25), nowhere 
does it mention the concept of ceasing work. In the    
Theological Matters article, entitled “Is Retirement   
Biblical,”  O.S. Hawkins says, “. . . the idea of             
retirement is a relatively modern phenomenon. My own 
great-grandparents knew nothing of the concept of      
retirement. Their generation worked as long as they 
were physically able, and for most of them, right up until 
the time of their death.” 
 
The Social Security Act of 1935 provided for benefits to 
be paid to workers at age 65, which caused Americans 
to begin to view their retirement at age 65 as an          
entitlement. While many today view the physical and 
mental decline that often accompanies aging as valid 
reasons to stop working at a business, they’ll find no 
scriptural support for retiring from serving God.  
 
John the Apostle was over 90 and still preaching and 
writing while exiled on Patmos. Polycarp, the Pastor of 
the Smyrna church, testified at his martyrdom that he 
had served Christ for “eighty and six years.” Our time on 
earth, “but a vapour,” as the apostle James called it, is 
our only opportunity to labour for the God with whom 
we’ll spend eternity. He not only invites us to serve Him 
all the days of our lives -- He expects us to. And why 
wouldn’t we? 
 

Submitted by Judi and William Gertenbach 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=nu+8:24-25
http://theologicalmatters.com/2014/07/09/is-retirement-biblical/
http://theologicalmatters.com/2014/07/09/is-retirement-biblical/
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Do you remember? 

                                                       

 

 
 

 
 

Pastor Victor was ordained on 1 
August 1993—25 years ago—
in Empangweni-Moorleigh. The 
service was attended by a    
number of  congregation     
members. The gift he received 
from the congregation has a 
prominent place on the         
sideboard in the dining-room of 
the manse.  
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Grandpa’s Hands 

Grandpa, some ninety plus years, sat feebly on the patio bench. He  
didn't move, just sat with his head down staring at his hands. When I 
sat down beside him he didn't acknowledge my presence and the 
longer I sat, I wondered if he was OK. 
 
Finally, not really wanting to disturb him but wanting to check on 
him at the same time, I asked him if he was OK. 
 
He raised his head and looked at me and smiled. "Yes, I'm fine.  
Thank you for asking," he said in a clear strong voice. 
 
"I didn't mean to disturb you, Grandpa, but you were just sitting here 
staring at your hands and I wanted to make sure you were OK,"  I    
explained to him. 
 
"Have you ever looked at your hands," he asked. "I mean really 
looked at your hands?" 
 
I slowly opened my hands and stared down at them. I turned them 
over, palms up and then palms down. No, I guess I had never really 
looked at my hands as I tried to figure out the point he was making. 
Grandpa smiled and related this story: "Stop and think for a moment 
about the hands you have, how they have served you well throughout 
your years. These hands, though wrinkled, shrivelled, and weak have 
been the tools I have used all my life to reach out and grab and em-
brace life. They put food in my mouth and clothes on my back. As a 
child, my mother taught me to fold them in prayer. 
 
They tied my shoes and pulled on my boots. They have been dirty, 
scraped and raw, swollen and bent. They were uneasy and clumsy 
when I tried to hold my newborn sons. 
 
Decorated with my wedding band they showed the world that I was    
married and loved someone special. They trembled and shook when I 
buried my parents and spouse and walked my daughter down the 
aisle.  
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Grandpa’s Hands cont. 
     
They have covered my face, combed my hair, and washed and 
cleansed the rest of my body. They have been sticky and wet, bent 
and broken, dried and raw.  And to this day, when not much of  any-
thing else of me works real well, these hands hold me up, lay me 
down, and again continue to fold in prayer. These hands are the mark 
of where I've been and the ruggedness of my life. 
 
But more importantly, it will be these hands that God will reach out 
and take when he leads me home.  And with my hands, He will lift 
me to His side and there I will use these hands to touch the face of 
Christ." 
 
I will never look at my hands the same again. But I remember when 
God reached out and took my grandpa's hands and led him home.                                                                                                       
So, when my hands are hurt or sore I think of Grandpa. I know he 
has been stroked and caressed and held by the hands of God. I, too, 
want to touch the face of God and feel His hands upon my face. 
        

Submitted by Valentin Volker 
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Leben aus erster Hand 

 
 
 

Lebendiger Gott,  
ich suche das wahre Leben. 

Ich brauche aufrichtige Liebe. 
Ich freue mich über echte Blumen. 

 
Ich lebe viel zu oft aus zweiter Hand. 
Mir begegnet vorgetäuschte Liebe, 

und oft ist meine Freundlichkeit nur gespielt. 
 

Gott, du bist die Liebe,  
Du bist das Leben, 

Echt und unverfälscht, 
Du schenkst mir klares Wasser ein,  

Du nimmst meine Sehnsucht  
nach dem Echten ernst. 

Danke, dass du der lebendige Gott bist, 
Damals und heute  

und alle Tage. 
 Rainer Haak 



 13 

 

Fun  Page 
Welche Tiernamen muss man einsetzen,  

um die folgenden Zitate zu vervollständigen? 
 
1. “Siehe, dein König kommt zu dir,         

sanftmütig und reitet auf einem ………….” 
2. “Und bringt das ……, das wir gemästet  
 haben, und schlachtet’s; lasset uns essen 
 und fröhlich sein.” 
3. “Es ist leichter, dass ein ……….durch ein 

Nadelöhr gehe, als dass ein Reicher in das 
Reich Gottes komme.” 

4. “Die …..…...habe Gruben, und die Vögel 
unter dem Himmel   haben Nester; aber des 
Menschen Sohn hat nichts, wo er sein 
Haupt hinlege.” 

5. “Ihr sollt das Heilige nicht den ……….…..geben, und eure Perlen 
sollt ihr nicht vor die  ……...….. Werfen.” 

 
 

Complete the sentence with the missing animal word. 
 
1. “See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, 

gentle and  riding on a …………..” 
2. Bring the fattened …….. and kill it.  Let’s have a feast and          

celebrate.” 
3. “It is easier for a ……..….. to go through the eye of a needle than 

for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” 
4. “……..…… have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” 
5. “Do not give  …..……. what is sacred; do not throw your pearls to 

……….…” 
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Fun  Page 
Welche Zahl wird gesucht? /  What number is missing? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%% 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Solution to last months riddle—  
 
MISSING NUMBER IN THE SQUARE WAS—No. 8 
 
FARBSCALA 
1. Das rote Meer. 
2. Er weidet mich auf einer   
 grünen  Aue. 
3.    Lydia, eine  Purpurhändlerin. 
4. “ Gold und Silber habe ich 

nicht”  sagt Petrus 
5. Wer sind diese mit weissen 

Kleidern angetan? 
 
 
 

COLOUR RIDDLE 
1. The red sea. 
2. He makes me lie down in 
 green pastures. 
3. A dealer in purple cloth. 
4.   Peter said: “ Silver and Gold 
 have I  not. 
5.   “These in white  Robes—
 who are they? 
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Zum Schmunzeln… 
“wo immer der Apostel Paulus hinkam, brach ein Aufstand 
los  -  wo   immer ich hinkomme, gibt es Tee und Plätzchen”
       (ein britischer Bischof, leicht frustriert) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Bartlett’s Unfamiliar Quotations: 
Found under Epitaphs (Women’s Day 9th August has come 
and gone. Let’s spare a kind thought for this poor woman!  

Ed.) 
Here lies a poor woman who was always tired, 
She lived in a house where help wasn’t hired: 

Her last words on earth were:  “Dear friends, I am going 
To where there’s no cooking, or washing, or sewing, 

For everything there is exact to my wishes, 
For where they don’t eat there’s no washing of dishes. 

I’ll be where loud anthems will always be ringing, 
But having no voice I’ll be quit of the singing. 

Don’t mourn for me now, don’t mourn for me never, 
I am going to do nothing for ever and ever.”                  

Anon 
 
 
ABILITY: No one knows what he can’t do until he tries. 
                                 Anon 
 
If you believe everything you read, better not read.       
          Japanese proverb 
 

 

This and that…. / Dies und Das... 
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THANK YOU / DANKE  

  

Victor und Petra, euch beiden  ein herzliches “Danke 

schön”, dass ihr meinen 80.Geburtstag in unserem 
Geschwisterkreis fröhlich  zusammen mit uns gefeiert 

habt.  Ich danke dir auch Victor,  dass du uns  eine        
Andacht gehalten hast und dem Seniorenkreis für die 

Karte zum Geburtstag. 
         Gerhard Deppe 

 

Valentin Volker möchte auf diesem Wege seinen          
herzlichen Dank aussprechen an Pastor Victor Röhrs und 

die anderen Gemeindemitglieder und Freunde, nebst 
seiner Familie, für die Hospitalbesuche und vor allem die 

vielen Gebete, die ihn begleiteten und zur Genesung       

geholfen haben. 
  

CHRISTMAS BAKING 
 
The baking of “Syrupskuchen” for our Advent Sale has start-
ed in earnest. Father Christmas came early this year in the 
person of Hugh Wylie.   

 
Thank you Hugh for 
helping us with the 
dough rolling ma-
chine.  Your help was 
like an early Christ-
mas gift and is 
“hugh”gly appre-
ciated. 
And so say all the 
baking ladies! Thank you also to everyone for the donations 
towards the baking ingredients received so far. 
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S M T W T F S  

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Monika van Niekerk 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15  Ernst Uken 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 Seemole Mfeka 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Monika van Niekerk 

        

Hospital Visiting Ministry for  September 2018 

 

An amount of R6320 was collected for the “dishwasher fund.” 
 
Thank you, Maureen for making us part of your special day!  
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The World Wildlife Fund South Africa says 
that plastic production has grown 650% since 
1975.  Because it takes hundreds to thousands 
of years to biodegrade, we are still living with 
every piece of plastic that has ever been 
made, and it’s estimated that by 2050 there 
will be more plastic (by weight) than fish in 
the ocean. “While certain plastics play a    
critical role in packaging for food           
preservation, our oceans are suffocating,” 
says John Duncan, senior manager of WWF South Africa’s Marine              
Programme. “If we want to chart a new course, we need to ask ourselves 
which plastics we can live without and how can we better manage the ones we 
can’t.” 

 
USE THIS  -  NOT THAT 

Single-use paper items are needlessly wasteful, and single-use plastics are 
chocking up our waters and filling landfill sites.  Why use them unless you 
have to?  Here are some sustainable alternatives. 
 
DITCH THIS      FOR THIS 
Paper Towel     Washable Dish swabs 
Paper Napkins    Fabric Napkins 
Plastic Bags     Reusable shopping bags available from your  
       Supermarket. Discipline yourself when  
        unpacking your purchases and replace the 
        reusable cloth bag stgraight back into the 
        car ready for the next shopping trip. 
Cling Film     Containers with lids 
Single-use batteries   Rechargeable batteries 
Plastic Drinking Straws    No straw.  Do you REALLY     

   need one? 
 A pity you can no longer buy the long  
 macaronies  They made wonderful straws and 
 kids loved to eat them raw! 

 
 

Ballpoint Pens    Pencils (which do not contain plastic) 
Takeaway coffee cup   Thermal Mug 
Plastic Water Bottle   Refillable Glass Bottle 
    

(partly taken from freshliving)  

Green Page/Grüne Seite  



 19 

 

    
Brian Henderson  033 344 2742      082 493 6596 
Chairperson:     hendybhenderson@gmail.com  
      hendyb@telkomsa.net 
      Communication and Employees. 
Life Groups:     Bible Studies and House groups; 
 

Nkosi Macebo     076 738 1418 
Deputy Chairperson 
Life Groups:    Youth Work and Young Adults, 
Relationships:    Kenosis and Partnership 
 

Michael Reibeling   072 117 6138  
Secretary  
Support Services:  Music  Ministries (Organists, Brass Band,  
      Worship Team,  Music under the Cross) 
      Vehicles & Transport 
 

Gerald Ortmann      033 3965152      079 625 4889 
Treasurer  
Financial Matters:   Finance, Asset Register and stock taking 
 

Ralston  Witthöft 
Property:    Cemetery, Wall of Memory, Maintenance  
      General  Equipment, Security, Fire equipment. 
 

Darryl Mfeka 
Property:    Cemetery, Wall of Memory, Maintenance  
      General  Equipment, Security, Fire equipment,  
     

************************** 
 

Care Areas    Make enquiries at the office  
Fund Raising Events:  Functions Committee. 
Funerals:                      Councillor in charge of the Area to which 
      the deceased  belonged 
                     - Care Area is responsible for the refreshments. 
Weddings:    - Councillor in charge of the Area to which 
       member belongs. 
Support Fund:    - Chairman, Vice-chairman, Treasurer, Pastor. 
 

Council & Portfolios 
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Pastor Victor Röhrs 033 396 1953   Cell: 083 287 1264  
Pastor Petra Röhrs 033 396 1953   Cell: 083 381 2012 
E-mail:                          vicpetz@lantic.net   
  
Life Line:        033 394 4444  AIDS Helpline:   0800 012 322 
  
Office :                 Maggie Wylie  033 396 5169 (office hours only) 
Contact Times:     Mon,Tues,Wed, Fri:  08:00 -16:00:  
    Thurs:    08:00-13:00 
Postal Address:    P.O. Box 100074, Scottsville 3209 
E-mail:      pmburg@elcsant.org.za  
Physical Address:    2 Bester Road, Hayfields, Pietermaritzburg 

(Registered as a Non-Profit Organisation: No.: 053-095-NPO) 
 
Children’s Church:   Petra Röhrs      033 396 1953  
Youth:      Petra Röhrs           033 396 1953 
Brass Band:    Gert van Rooijen      082 781 1242  
Worship Team:    Linda Reibeling   072 421 2075 
Partnership:    Erlo Drews             033 396 2814 
Synod Representatives: 
Edmund Bunge   0848500072 
Penny Summersgill  0832599658 
 
Webpage of ELCSA(N-T) : www.elcsant.org.za 
Local page of our congregation is linked to this webpage under the  
Southern Circuit Congregations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Impulse Newsletter:  
E-mail contributions:  gdeppe@mweb.co.za, 
                            or  pmburg@elcsant.org.za  
                            or  P.O. Box 100074, Scottsville, 3209  
 
Closing Date for the October 2018  Impulse:  10 September 2018 

Bank Account:  
Name:    Evangelical Lutheran Congregation 
Bank:    First National Bank,  
   Hayfields Branch  
Branch Code:  22-14-25 
Acc. Number: 5677 111 28 48 

Quick  Reference 

mailto:scriba@elcsant.org.za
mailto:pmburg@elcsant.org.za
http://www.elcsant.org.za/
mailto:pmburg@elcsant.org.za

